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UM EMPLOYEE WINS NATIONAL AWARD 
MISSOULA—
Ed Milburn, an employee of The University of Montana’s Disability Services for 
Students, has won a 2002 Experience Works Outstanding Older Worker Award.
The awards honor leading older employees from each of the 50 states, Puerto Rico and 
the District of Columbia who have demonstrated commitment to duties and service to 
community.
Milburn,76, was nominated for the award by his department, where he converts hard 
copies of printed materials into electronic texts for the visually impaired.
The World War II veteran, who earned a bachelor’s degree in retail from the 
University of Washington in 1951, returned to his native state of Montana from New York 
City in 1990. In 1991 Milburn responded to an article in the Missoulian about the need for 
volunteers to help create computerized books for the visually impaired at UM’s Rural Institute: 
A Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities Educational Research and Service.
After five years of volunteering his services, he was hired in 1996 by Disability 
Services for Students, where, for 30 hours each week, he converts books into electronic 
texts — nearly 200 every year. He is involved in several community projects, including the 
Roxie M. Anderson Memorial Fund, which provides financial assistance to pregnant and
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Milburn will travel to Washington, D.C., in September to take part in a weeklong 
series of events that include Capitol Hill visits, congressional hearings and an awards 
ceremony.
Experience Works, established in 1965 as Green Thumb and renamed in 2002, is a 
national nonprofit organization that provides training and services for mature workers.
For more information, go online to www.experienceworks.org.
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